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NEW CHIEF CURATOR FOR GARAGE

Garage  Center  for  Contemporary  Culture  is  delighted  to  announce  that  Kate 
Fowle, Executive Director of Independent Curators International (ICI), New York, 
has been appointed as its new Chief Curator. The post – which reflects Garage’s 
continuing  commitment  to  bringing  international  modern  and  contemporary 
culture  to  Russia  –  is  an  important  addition  to  its  expanding  curatorial 
department. She will join International Program Adviser Hans Ulrich Obrist as part 
of Garage’s programming team. 

Based  between  New  York  and  Moscow,  Kate  Fowle  will  begin  working  with 
Garage  in  spring  2013  and  take  a  leading  role  in  developing  the  innovative 
exhibition program in its new site in Gorky Park, designed by Rem Koolhaas’ 
OMA,  due to  open in  2014.  She  will  represent  Garage  both  in  Moscow and 
internationally,  fostering connections with  major  art  institutions and  expanding 
Garage’s engagement with international art practice.

Commenting on the position,  she said:  "Working with  the industrious team at 
Garage is a great opportunity to create a unique institution in Moscow, to build 
new international collaborations with artists and curators and to bring audiences 
forward-thinking exhibitions that reflect the energy of our times."

As Executive Director of ICI in New York since 2009 – where she will also remain 
Director  at  Large  –  Kate  Fowle  has  been  responsible  for  transforming  the 
institution into a global platform for curatorial practice and discourse. Previously, 
she was inaugural International Curator of the Ullens Center for Contemporary 
Art in Beijing; between 2002 and 2007, she was Chair of the Master’s Program in 
Curatorial Practice at California College of the Arts, San Francisco, which she co-
founded with Ralph Rugoff. Before moving to the United States in 2001, she was 
Co-Director  of  Smith  +  Fowle,  a  curatorial  partnership  based  in  London  that 
developed commissions across the United Kingdom from 1996. Prior to this, she 
was curator at the Towner Art Gallery and Museum in Eastbourne, East Sussex.

Recent  projects  include:  establishing ICI  Exhibitions in  a  Box and  Project  35 
exhibitions series;  developing the 20th Anniversary version of  do it with Hans 
Ulrich  Obrist;  instigating  the  Curatorial  Intensive  first  short-course  training 
program for  working  curators  around  the  world;  and  curating  The Backroom: 
Greater New York, MoMA PS1, New York (2010);  Fia Backstrom, Mario Garcia 
Torres and  Stephen Kaltenbach,  Jack  Hanley  Gallery,  New York  (2009);  and 
Stray  Alchemists,  Ullens Center  for  Contemporary  Art,  Beijing  (2008);  among 
other  exhibitions.  She  has  recently  written  catalogue  texts  on  Doug  Aitken, 
Robert Longo, Qiu Zhijie and Althea Thauberger and has also written extensively 
on curating and exhibition practices for numerous magazines, including Parkett, 
Modern Painters, Manifesta Journal, the Exhibitionist and Frieze.



Garage Center for Contemporary Culture

Opened in 2008, Garage Center for Contemporary Culture is a major non-profit 
international  project  based in  Moscow,  dedicated to exploring and developing 
contemporary culture as a platform for new thinking.  Garage brings important 
international modern and contemporary art and culture to Moscow, to raise the 
profile of Russian contemporary culture and to encourage a new generation of 
Russian artists. These aims are explored through a series of exhibitions ranging 
from major  surveys  of  important  collections  to  single-artist  retrospectives  and 
group  exhibitions.  Garage  also  hosts  a  strong  program  of  special  events, 
including talks, film screenings, workshops, performances and creative activities 
for children and young people.  In addition, Garage launched a joint publishing 
program with Ad Marginem Press in 2012.

Garage is a project of The IRIS Foundation, founded by Dasha Zhukova.
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