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March 26–August 8, 2021

Cancellations and “unrealized” ideas are probably more common in the lives of artists, architects, and institutions than finished projects. As the year 2020 has taught us, our attitude to them needs to change: we should develop a new, therapeutic approach to things that did not happen. Exploring the possibility of such an approach, Present Continuous brings to light incredible stories and names from the history of Russian art, carefully preserved in Garage Archive Collection.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The exhibition will include documentary reconstructions of unrealized ideas of various kinds: a dance hall that architect Igor Pyatkin once proposed building in place of the Hexagon Pavilion in Gorky Park; Francisco Infante-Arana’s light and sound project for Red Square; an unpublished catalogue of the Museum of Desire—a collection of project ideas by women artists; and the project for the exhibition Melancholia that Peter Belyi created for the park near the Gaza House of Culture in St. Petersburg. These very different projects were cancelled for various reasons, and those reasons can tell us more about life twenty years ago—and about our new pandemic reality—than some completed projects. The nature of the various cancellations and their delayed consequences are the main focus of Present Continuous.

The exhibition in the West Gallery—one of the smaller spaces at Garage—has an almost literary logic. It has a prologue that presents Igor Pyatkin’s designs for the Hexagon and Gorky Park’s administrative building, which, had they been built, would have changed the infrastructure of Garage and the ideological context in which it exists. The main narrative features a selection of unrealized exhibitions and works, some more utopian than others. It is followed by an optimistic epilogue exploring an exhibition that Pjotr Zherebtsov created for Galerie im Saalbau in Berlin, and which he and the gallery hope to show after the current restrictions are lifted. From personal disappointments, these cancellations can turn into a promise of future change: they are an investment in the “givens” that condition the development of cities, institutions, and artistic practice as such. 

Curators: Katya Inozemtseva and Sasha Obukhova, with Tonya Trubitsina

GARAGE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
Garage Museum of Contemporary Art is a place for people, art, and ideas to create history. Through an extensive program of exhibitions, events, education, research, and publishing, the institution reflects on current developments in Russian and international culture, creating opportunities for public dialogue, as well as the production of new work and ideas in Moscow. At the center of all these activities is the Museum’s collection, which is the first archive in the country related to the development of Russian contemporary art from the 1950s through the present. Founded in 2008 by Dasha Zhukova and Roman Abramovich, Garage is the first philanthropic organization in Russia to create a comprehensive public mandate for contemporary art and culture. Open seven days a week, it was initially housed in the renowned Bakhmetevsky Bus Garage in Moscow, designed by the Constructivist architect Konstantin Melnikov. In 2012 Garage relocated to a temporary pavilion in Gorky Park, specifically commissioned from award-winning architect Shigeru Ban. A year later, a purpose-built Education Center was opened next to the Pavilion. On June 12, 2015, Garage welcomed visitors to its first permanent home. Designed by Rem Koolhaas and his OMA studio, this groundbreaking preservation project transformed the famous Vremena Goda (Seasons of the Year) Soviet Modernist restaurant, built in 1968 in Gorky Park, into a contemporary museum.
Garage is a non-profit project of The IRIS Foundation.
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ABOUT GAZPROMBANK
Gazprombank is one of the top three banks in Russia and one of the biggest financial institutions in Central and Eastern Europe.
The Bank offers an extensive range of services to corporate and private customers, serving the key sectors of the Russian economy, including the gas, oil, chemicals and petrochemicals, metals, power generation, engineering, transport, construction, communications, agri-industrial, trade and other industries.
Gazprombank’s retail business is focused on providing modern high-tech products and services, including cards, deposits, loans and mortgages, currency exchange operations, brokerage service, insurance, etc. In Russia the total number of offices exceeds 400.





image1.jpeg
MY3EH COBPEMEHHOTO HCKYCCTBA TAPAX I

GARAGE

I MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART

119049, YIHLA KPLIMCKHIi BAJI, 1. 9, CTP. 32, MOCKBA, POCCHA
+7 (495) 645-05-20, WWW.GARAGEMCA.ORG
9/32 KRYMSKY VAL STREET, 119049, MOSCOW, RUSSIA




